P & 1\. ¢/o Dr. K. Kumria,
5 yKennington Park Roed,

1 Ilondon’ S.ﬂ:. ll.
England.,
uﬂ": 1
) November 6th 1951,
3 ¥ i ‘ .
L
President,

Human Rights Commission,
New York,City, N,Y,.

Dear Sir,

On October 20th, 1951, was released the Report of the
British Guiana "Constitution Commission, 1950-51 and{Despatch
from the Secretary of State for the Colonies to th&.Governor of
British Guiana dated 6t%th October 1951" (Colonial Now280.

Certain formal changes are:

le Granting of universal adult suffrage, and the abolition of
all incomec and property qualifications for members of tho
Logislative Council, '

2. Sir John Waddington, Chairman, profors)a unicamoral
Logislagivo Council, (18 olocted, & nominated and 3 official
mombors ).

‘l%§ Prof. V.,Harlow and Dr., R. Hindon/ rccommend a bicamoral

. Logislativo, with a lowor Logisdative Council (24 olocted
and 3 official mombors) and an ppor Stato Council (9
nominatod mombors),

4s Exocutive Council, tho poligy making body, will includo tho
Govornor, 3 officials and 7 ministors (6 cloctod and 1
nominatod ),

5. Jamos Griffiths, lato Colenial Socrotary, in his dispatch
to tho Govornor of British Guiana rocommonds tho bi-camoral
logislaturo, but with'6 /instoad of 6 olcctod ministors.

Chocks and Balancos havdwboon studlodly put in at various stagos
%0 porpotuato tho old colenial-imporialist ordor. Thoso will
opecratc at various lgwvels:

le« In tho unicamdpal-Logislativo Council the majority party
will have to sgcéire 14 out of tho 18; 4n tho bicameral,
13 out of 24 (14 according to James Griffiths who would allow
tho 3 officials also to voto), to capturec tho 6 (or 5)
olccted scdats“in tho Court of Policy.

2. Tho koy positions In the Court of Poliey, will bc hold by
tho 3 officials, tho Chief Socrotary, tho Financial Scerotary
and thoe Attorncy Gonoral, They will bo responsiblc for
"foroign and Commonwoalth Affairs, dofenco, which should include
the police forco, and information mattors"; finance; law
and ordor. .

Tho 6 (or 5) ministors will hoad dopartmonts, but in cascs
of disputo botwcon & ministor and Head of Dopartment, "tho
disagreement should be resolved after discusslon in the Court
of Policy as the Governor may direct."

Se In the Court of Policy, there will be a deolicate balancc of
eloctod ministors vorsus tho Govornor (with & casting vote),

tho official and nominated ministors.
continuode..
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4, The State Council will have a suspensory vete® of o»a year on
.. , all bills passed by the Legislhtive Council, other than money
W & 0ills, upon which it shall have a suspensory v@te of three

’
p

3 e months .

L)

L4

. !
Efr' The Governor will retain his usual powers of suspension vete
.8 and certification.

The new Constitution will not put real powers_ in the hands of
the poople's reprosentatives. Tho Governor's dictafiorial powers
can virtually kill any legislation.

This is contrary to the principle laid dowinin Article 21 of
the Declaration of Humtn Rights, which states Ghat "the will of
the peoplo shall be the basis of the authority,of Governmont".
British Guians has a typical colonial economy.dominated by
imporialism = the import of a fow crops (sugar, and to somo oxtont
rico) and raw material and minorals (timbdr, bauxito, gold, diamond)
while tho imports includeo not only practically all menufacturcd
goods, but also much of the food needs of tho pooplc (cheoose,
butter, jams and jolliocs, tin and saltgdymoat and fish, tinnod
and powderod milk, poas and lentils, g$g%); tho annual drain
ovorsoas of profits and capital acoupmildatod in plantations, minos
banks and insuranceo comp&nicsj; tho ddfgost porpotual advorso
balanco of trade and tho traditiong€Yypolicy of buying dear and
selling choap.

Enclosed ploasc find the following: (i) a copy of a
R lution movod by mo at tho Fobrth West Indian Conferonco of
Caribboen Commission in Dgegmbor 1950, and rulod out of ordor
he chairman, (ii) A copy.of’ a momorandum submittod to tho
tish Guiana Constitution Commisslon by thc Poople's Progrossive
arty, of which I havo the(Hondur to be Loader in the Logislative
Council, ,

I wish to appcal to~the Human Rights Commission to usc its
good offices to see thdtythe principles of the Declaration of Hymén
Rights are upheld, and~}o persuade the British Government to grant
immediate self-goverament to British Guiana,

I beg to requést an interview with the Commission to put
forward furthor gvifonco in support of our domand for sclf=govornmont.
I am proparcd toscomo to Now York at your convonionce, prefcrably
bectwoon Novembor 22nd and Dccomber 4th.

Hoping this mattor will rocoivo your immodiate and kind
cons ideration,

I romain,
Yours very truly,

Cheddi Jagan,
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